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INSTANT WEEKEND. .. MARSEILLE

WHY GO NOW?

Plunge into Mediterranean springtime
with a visit to Marseille’s annual Salon
des Vignerons et des Producteurs
Fermiers (French Winegrowers and
Farmers Spring Fair, www.savim.eu)
taking place at Parc Chanot from 28-31
March. The €5 entrance ticket (glass
of wine included) affords visitors the

chance to browse stalls of local cheeses, :

air-dried saucisson, hand-made
chocolates and the finest French rosés.
Purchases are a bargain, as stalls are
manned by the producers themselves.

CHECKING IN

Perched on a sweeping bend of the JF
Kennedy corniche, Le Péron (00 33

4 9131 0141; www.hotel-peron.com;
rooms from €79) is family run and
friendly. Book a corner room (individu-
ally decorated in the 1960s) to gaze out
from your bed over the Chateau d’If
and the Med. If architecture is your
passion, stay at Hotel Le Corbusier
(00 33 4 9116 7800; www.hotel-
lecorbusier.com; rooms from €59)
on the seventh floor of the Swiss
architect’s futuristic complex, the
Unité d’Habitation.

HIT THE STREETS
Head down to La Joliette to
check out the city’s Euroméditerranée
Project, where urban regeneration
provides a sharp contrast to histori-
cal architecture. Start your wander at
Fort Saint-Jean, built by Louis XTIV
and soon to be the southernmost point
of Yves Lion’s new Cité de la Méditer-
ranée. Head up to the 19th-century
Cathédrale de 1a Major, inspired by
Istanbul’s Haghia Sofia, and continue
on to the brick Joliette Docks, built

in 1858. Renovated by Eric Castaldi,
the docks now house more than 300
offices. At the northern boundary of
the planned Cité, Zaha Hadid’s stun-
ning CMA-CGM skyscraper is under
construction.

COFFEE BREAK

Go Provencal: grab an aperitif and play
pétanque on the hidden boules pitch at
Café Parisien (1 place Sadi-Carnot). Or
enjoy tea in the sunshine at Les Filles
du Soleil Gourmand (71 cours Julien)
on the city’s most alternative boulevard.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH '

Until recently, the winding streets of
Le Panier, Marseille’s medieval
quarter, were best known for their
shady, criminal reputation. In recent
years, however, wealthy buyers have
developed a serious crush on the

area’s pretty townhouses, causing
rapid gentrification. Try tasty tagines

at Les Treize Coins (45 rue Sainte-
Francoise), a tiny spot featured in Jean-
Claude Izzo’s Marseillaise detective
novels. Shop for chandeliers decked
out in faux flowers, fruit and crystals at
Des Années Lumiéres (rue du Panier,
near rue des Mauvestis). Got a serious
sweet tooth? Stop into La Chocolatiére
du Panier (49 rue du Petit Puits),
where three generations of Le Rays
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¢ have been crafting chocolates accord-
: ingto a secret family recipe.

. RETAIL THERAPY

: Shops are crammed into the streets

¢ surrounding rue Paradis, just east of

¢ the port, and a shopper’s paradise it is

: indeed. Try hit milliner Manon Martin
: (10 rue de la Tour) for heavenly hats, or
¢ Honoré (121 rue Sainte), where owner
¢ Annick designs funky items in the bou-
: tique behind a tiny tapas restaurant.

: No money to spend? Visit the small but
¢ smart Musée de la Mode, dedicated

: entirely to fashion (11 la Canebiére,

¢ www.espacemodemediterranee.com).

¢ Port); aperitifs are served from 6-9pm,

¢ accompanied by lashings of free snacks.
¢ Continue on to La Friche la Belle de

: Mai, a former tobacco factory that

. stages everything from cabaret or club-
¢ bing till dawn (41 rue Jobin;

¢ www.lafriche.org). End the evening

¢ with live jazz and a nightcap at Péle-

¢ Méle (8 place aux Huiles).

: Pick up a free Vin et Terroir walking

¢ map from Cassis’s tourist office and

. ramble off into the vineyards. If strenu-
¢ ous hiking is more your thing, the

i Massif des Calanques spans the 20km
: between Marseille and Cassis. It’s a

* mix of rocky cliffs and parkland, and

¢ spring is the ideal time to explore the

¢ myriad trails and coves.

ESCAPETHECITY

. If the wines at the Salon des Vignerons
: served simply to whet your tastebuds,
. take a 30-minute train ride to Cassis.

: GETTING THERE

! Ryanair (0871246 0000; www.

¢ ryanair.com) flies to Marseille from

¢ Stansted, Bournemouth, Glasgow and

Watch night fall
over the Vieux
Port after taking
in (from far left)
theday's catchon
sale, le Corbusier
dwellings,
atmosphericold
streets,andan
aperitif at La Cara-
velle. 4Corners/
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: Dublin from £20 return, including

. all charges; Easyjet (0905 821 0905;

: www.easyjet.com) from Gatwick and
¢ Bristol from £46 and bmibaby (0871
224 0224; www.bmibaby.com) from

¢ Birmingham, from £46 (all fares

¢ include taxes and charges). Alterna-
: tively, hop on the Eurostar (08705

: 186186; www.eurostar.com) from St

' Pancras to Paris Gare du Nord, where
i 17 daily connections continue on to

: Marseille’s Gare Saint-Charles, from
¢ £109 return.

Kathryn Tomasetti and Tristan Rutherford

: WORKED UP AN APPETITE?

¢ It may have simple white tables and

¢ no-frills decor, but Heng-Heng (65 rue

: dela Republique) boasts the best Viet-

! namese cuisine in Marseille. Or sit on Yourtravel
¢ the sunny terrace of La Virgule (27 rue uestion

¢ delaLoge), where Michelin-starred q -
. Lionel Lévy uses scientific cooking answered

¢ methods to create funky versions of byLonely

: classic 1970s comfort foods. Planet

: BIGNIGHT OUT This section
¢ Watch the sun set over the Vieux page10

: Port from La Caravelle (34 quai du
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3 nights Toronto
city break from £395"

www.lastminute.com/toronto
0871 222 5970

Get into
ONTARIO

*Subiject to availability. Terms & conditions apply.

) Toronto

unlimited

FROM

695

place to unwind.

Simply Tobago
7 nights All Inclusive on Tobago

White sand beaches, exotic birdlife, colourful flora, coral
reefs teeming with marine life, a year-round tropical
climate and a relaxed pace of life make Tobago a great

The medium class Tropikist Hotel is nestled in 5 acres of

gardens and a short stroll to the beach. Facilities include

two oceanview restaurants, swimming pool, swim up bar,
jacuzzi, and watersports. All 54 air-conditioned rooms
have en suite bathroom, television, balcony or patio.

All Inclusive: All meals, house beer, wine, spirits and

cocktails.
DEPARTURE PRICE  DEPARTURE Price
08 May 2008............coooorvrrveenn £775 28 AUQUSt..conmrvvcinnne £1095
15 May..... 04 September..........ccccceveeenn. £865
29 May..... 18 September.... 735
05, 19 June.. 25 September.... £765
10 Julyeceecreecie 30 October.....ooevcvvveenrrrrienne £855

Prices per person based on 2 sharing « Further dates available on requeste

CALL US NOW TO BOOK

01306 871 13
2@

Prices subject to availability « Fuel supplements may apply «
Booking conditions;;f\y
Single supplement from £27 a night

WHAT's INcLUDED: Flights from London. 7 nights’ all inclusive

accommodation. Pre-paid government departure taxes. Transfers.

Nor INCLUDED: Local departure tax. Optional travel insurance.

OR ViIsSIT www.travelcollection.co.u

Please note calls may be recorded
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Departamento de Industria,

Comercio y Turismo

SPANISH TOURIST OFFICE PO BOX 4009 London W1A 6NB

merse yourself in the:
past.and the future. -
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Tel. 020 7486 8077 24 hour information and brochure request line: 08459 400 180
e-mail: info.londres@tourspain.es www.spain.info/uk



